GEORGE JEFFREY (JEFF) CRAWFORD

Born Blackpool, Lancashire, England on 17"June 1927

Jeff’s interest in racing motorcycles started shortly after doing his Service in the army with the
Lancashire Fusiliers and the South Lancashire Regiment. He was drafted into the army just
after the end of the war with Germany but while hostilities were still in progress with the
Japanese. Luckily, before he was shipped out there, the Atomic bomb ended that part of the
war and Jeff saw out the rest of his duty to King and Country in Malta and as a border guard in
Northern Italy, being retired to Civvy street in July of 1948 at the tender age of 21.

It was common in those days for young men to buy a motorcycle as a means of transportation,
car’s being very expensive to buy and maintain. In Jeff’s case he became the owner of a 1948
BSA 350cc. One day in 1949 he and Bill Kitching (who was to become a lifelong friend), decided
to go to Bolton to watch some grass track racing. While the two lads were waiting for the
racing to start () to their astonishment an announcement came over the public address
system stating that the meeting was short of riders and was there anyone in the crowd who
would like to try their luck at grass track racing. It didn’t take long for the lad’s to decide to try
their luck.

After signing in they hurriedly stripped off parts of the machine to lighten the bike just like the
early speedway riders did 20 years before. Both riders shared Jeff's machine and though they
didn’t win they thoroughly enjoyed themselves.

On returning home they decided that they would strip down the machine even further to make
it more race worthy and so they became grass track riders. They rode regularly on the grass
throughout 1949 and 1950 including on occasion taking part in team racing similar to regular
speedway meetings



Jeff (#15) with the Blackpool grass track team.

Jeff #3 leading a grass track race in 1950.



Whilst Jeff was racing on the grass in 1950 he was approached by Naaman Baldwin who was
the team manager for the Fleetwood speedway team. So he went along to watch the
Fleetwood Flyers to see what all the fuss was about.

Jeff liked what he saw and decided to try his luck at speedway and thanks to a bit of luck
betting the triactor on horseracing! he went all out and spent his winnings on a new bike. He
bought a new J.A.P. engine and a frame and with the help of a friend Don Potter who owned a
local garage and was already riding for the Flyers, put it together on the morning of a practice.
That afternoon he rode at the Fleetwood practice and thoroughly enjoyed himself. He also
took the opportunity to practice on the sand track at Ainsdale on Sundays. (Unbeknown to him
it was most likely that future friend and rider Stan Bradbury would also have been riding there
at that time). He also gained experience practicing at Oliver Hart’s cinder track at Coppel.

After a while Jeff’s form at the practices earned him race night novice rides at the Fleetwood
track. Soon he progressed to the point that he was offered a reserve spot for an away meeting.
So off he went from Blackpool all the way down to Plymouth for two rides and no points! He
then became the reserve of choice for the rest of the 1950 season , albeit only for away
meetings! All told he rode in six meetings that year scoring 7 points in total for a match
average of 1.75.

Jeff as a Fleetwood flyer.



1951 started with Jeff in the Fleetwood team on a regular basis. Speedway was and is a
demanding job requiring you to be away from work on race days. So Jeff had to make a choice
either to commit full time to Speedway or stick with his trade as a sign writer. Jeff chose
speedway and rode in all but one Fleetwood'’s official meetings that year.

Rayleigh W.C.Q.R. 2" June 1951

(Jeff far right)(From Jeff’s recollection he blew his engine in his first ride of the night!)



He finished the 1951 season with 89 total points for an average of 3.12 from all official team
meetings.

1952 promised to be his breakthrough season but unfortunately the Flyers were not included in
the League that year. As a result they were limited to only 20 meetings, running individual
events and challenge matches. Even so Jeff rode well as we can see from his pay statements
from two of the meetings.

On July 16" he rode against Cardiff in a challenge match and won all four of his races to earn
his first 12 point maximum. To complete a special night for him he went on to win both his
second half rides and go unbeaten on the night.

Two weeks later on July 30" he rode in an individual meeting scoring 14 points from 5 rides to
finish tied for first place with Norman Hargreaves. As you can see doing well at Speedway in
the early 50’s paid well! (Remember these figures are from 1952 when the average weekly
wage would have been around 10 pound.
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Fleetwood Flyers — Jeff front row left



Fleetwood Knights — Jeff back row second from right

Also in 1952 Jeff raced in two meetings for the Liverpool Chads scoring 8 points from 6 rides for
an average of 5.33 but sadly disputes between Fleetwood and Liverpool over the transfer fee

led to the deal falling through.

Liverpool
JEI"F CRAWFORD, 24-Year-old
Black 1 slgnwriter turned
speadway rider, has been  (Tans-
ferred from Fleetwood to Liverpool.
Cruwlord, a 12-point maximum
man when Fleeiwood outpointed
Cardlff recently, makKes his debut at

Lhﬁrnmll. to-nlght sgainat Mother-
weall.
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Jeff wearing the distinctive Liverpool colours
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Jeff looks back at the carnage wondering what happened!



1953 seemed to start off well with Jeff and fellow Flyers team mate Wilf Jay being transferred
to Edinburgh. However they both had trouble getting the hang of the Edinburgh track and
asked to be able to get some much needed practice on it. They were told to come to the track
to get some practice only to be told on arrival that it had been prepared for the following
meeting and they could not ride on it. So in essence they had to learn how to ride the track
under race conditions and Jeff’s average for the eleven meetings he rode for Edinburgh was
3.04 with 19 points from 25 rides.

Jeff as an Edinburgh Monarch

At Edinburgh twelve riders were in competition for the eight team spots. This made it hard for
Jeff to get a regular spot in the team. It was tough having to ride knowing that one bad
meeting would relegate you to riding only in the second half races and Edinburgh was a long
way from Blackpool. Frank Varey, who was the promoter at Edinburgh, also had interests in
the track at Sheffield and Jeff was informed that he would be transferred to the Sheffield track
for the 1954 season.



Jeff in Fleetwood Knights colours taken in the Sheffield pits where he was scheduled to ride in 1954.

1954 came and sadly it was announced that Sheffield speedway would not open and shortly
thereafter Edinburgh also closed down. Speedway was going through one of its darkest
periods. Crippling taxes assessed to sporting events by the government of the day had led to
many a track closing their doors. It would not be till the sixties when the Provincial League was
launched that speedway would take off again.

Jeff tried to resurrect his flagging speedway career by riding a few second halves at Belle Vue.
But with so many riders out of a job he returned to his old well paying job as a coach sign
painter and gave up speedway for good or so he thought! He sold his trusted J.A.P. for a
fraction of its worth as it was no longer a sought after motorcycle.

Fast forward to 1956 and a friend of Jeff’s arrived back in the U.K. from Canada to help get
immigration papers so that his wife could join him in Canada. Jeff liked what he heard about
Canada and decided that he would go there with his old friend and booked his passage on the
S5.5.0lympia. In a twist of fate his friend’s wife failed the physical so they stayed in England and



Jeff took off to the unknown alone. He was glad to dock in Montreal as the trip over the
Atlantic was horrible due to extremely choppy seas.

He started out with a job in Toronto doing sign painting before moving on to a position in the
promotion department of a prominent newspaper, the Toronto Telegram. All was well as Jeff
settled in to a new life in Toronto. Shortly thereafter his old friend Bill Kitching also emigrated
and renewed his friendship with Jeff.

A few years passed then to Jeff’s surprise he spotted an advert in a local newspaper and on TV
about speedway starting up in Canada at a quarter mile trotting track on a farm in Dundas
only 40 minutes away from Toronto. The print advert had the name of Trevor Valentine on it
along with a phone number and once again Jeff’s speedway racing desires flared up. He
decided it was worth a phone call to Trevor to see what was going on and whether he needed
riders.

PIRATES ARE GOING
GREAT GUNS—IN
CANADA! . ... ..oc..

"A MONG THE MEN WHO HELPED

TO ESTABLISH SPEEDWAY AT
POOLE IN THE EARLY 1950's
WERE ALLAN KIDD AND GEORGE
BUTLER. BOTH ARE NOW LIVING
1IN TORONTO. CANADA.

Although thousands of mlles
away trom English League speed-
way. both retain a keen interest in
the sport. What 1s more, in com-
pany with a former Southampton
rider, the Irish - Canadian Mike
Tams, they have introduced the
sport o Canado

Kidd Tams, and Butler spent
many months searching for a suit-
able site oo which to build their
track., and also ran a training
schonl [or would-be riders

SURPRISE HRECRUITS

Englishmen living n Toronto
who sensed the chance of surprising
the trio included Bingley Croee,
former Dorset and Western Centre
Eruss truck champion, Johnny
Sargeant, a one-tlime member of
the Wembley and Exeter teams, and
Jeff Crawford., former Fleelwood
captiin—and they applied for
membership of the school.

Maturally, the promoting trio
ware delighted to find thesa
experienced men living in
Canada. and were wvery pleased
when they agresd to ride on the |
speedways aghin.

Canudian season eurlier this month
Kidd proved he Is still as efMcient
on a speedway bike ag he was wlien
with Poole, riding wndefeated when
his team Hamilton defeated Toronto
by 58—350
« » « AND ANDTHER

After the match, Allan received
another application to joln  the
school with a view to the applicant
becoming a rider. This time the
* would be " rider was none other
than former England and West Ham
speedway star of a few years ngo,
Maleolm Craven.

Malcolm's older brother, Reg. was
2 member of the Yarmouth
team, and was involved in a fatal
accident at the opening mecting on
tlie Poole clrcult.

As wet tha HMHamilton and
Torente teams have no body
colours, but ssts bave besn
ordered. Allan Kidd insists that
- Hamilton wear the same solours
as Poola, complate with “ skull
and grosshones" emblem, while
Bingley Cree thinks the red and
white stripes of Bouthampton
.would suit the Toronto boys.

With Kildd and Cree pressing the
clalms of their teams as the best
in Canada it should not be long
before the trans-Atlantic Pirutes
and Salnts are as much rivals as
thelr English counterparts.



It turned out that Valentine was promoting speedway in Canada for the first time and had
ordered several used J.A.P. speedway bikes to be bought by the riders. Plans called for several
meetings between Hamilton and Toronto to decide which team would win the Carling trophy.

at BAR 11 RANCH

auums. ONT. (near Hamilton)

~ ALSO—JULY 1st
Extra Mﬁldinﬁ}
M«IDGE'{ CAR nfcme
. “‘And On Disp X
AL CAPONE'S BULLET
Admission $1.00 Ch-ldun 50¢

As you can see from the poster above the track was located on the Bar 11 ranch owned by local
TV owner Ken Sobel (CHCH TV Hamilton)

Valentine located a leathers maker to supply race suits to the riders who needed them at a
good price. Jeff was assigned to the Hamilton Team while his friend Bill Kitching was also
signed up but to ride for the Toronto Team.

Given that speedway was somewhat new to the area the leathers maker measured Jeff and
told him to come back at a specific date to pick up their suits. That day arrived and to Jeff’s
horror they were covered in metal studs! The company who made the leathers had mistakenly
thought that the studs would be a benefit as protection to the riders. Needless to say Jeff
removed all the studs and added some of his own padding into the suit for his own protection.

Bike allocation was also a hit and miss affair. Some riders such as Stan Bradbury and Bob
Fisher had their own bikes but Jeff and Bill had to pick from the bikes owned by the promoter..
Bill being quicker than Jeff took the nice chrome one before Jeff could get to it. On to practice
and Jeff soon found out he had not lost his skill at riding and took to the quarter mile Dundas
track well.



Team speedway racing came to Canada on June the 6™ 1959 when The Hamilton team faced
off against Toronto. Along with Jeff there were other ex British riders in the meeting. Allan
Kidd and Mike Tams rode for Hamilton as did Dave Dodd, who would eventually go to England
to race at Poole and Liverpool, while Bingley Cree and Johnnie Sargent lined up for Toronto.
The meeting was run over 16 heats and had some unique races as several of the riders rode
stock motorcycles as there were not enough JAP bikes to go around. (Stock bikes did not ride
with the J.A.P’s)

In a hard fought meeting Hamilton came out on top 58 — 38. Riding unbeaten was Allan Kidd
with Jeff getting a paid maximum following home Alan in heat four. As for Bill Kitching he did
not score a point but did give the crowd their biggest thrill when in heat 11 he made a terrific
start and headed into the first bend at full throttle. Sadly he failed to negotiate the turn and
went heavily into the boards! He wrecked the bike and hurt his head and wrist but said he
would be back next week. For Hamilton Mike Tams scored 7 points and Dave Dodd 6 points.
For the Toronto team Bingley Cree scored 9 points, Jim Campbell 9 points and Johnnie Sargent
a disappointing 6 points. Sadly for the promoter the crowd was dismal and it was hoped that
things would pick up next week.

All'in all a good afternoon’s work for Jeff and he was looking forward to racing in the next
meeting on June 20" .



Bingley Cree, Jeff Crawford, Bill Kitching



First Dundas speedway meeting Hamilton v Toronto

The second meeting of the Hamilton v Toronto series was held on Saturday the 20" 1959 back
at the Bar 11 ranch in Dundas. In this meeting the Toronto team was strengthened by the
inclusion of Stan Bradbury and Ron Tuck both of whom had ridden in England before
emigrating to Canada. The meeting was much closer than the first one but Hamilton still
managed to come out on top 52 — 44 bringing the aggregate score to 110-82 in their favour.

Once again Jeff had a great meeting but failed in his bid for a maximum being beaten by
Johnnie Sargent. Nevertheless he still top scored in the meeting. Along with Jeff the leading
scorers for Hamilton were Mike Tams 10, Allan Kidd 9, Dave Dodd 7 while for Toronto it was
Johnnie Sargent 9, Bingley Cree 8, Sandy Freeman 7, Bill Kitching 5. It should be noted that Fred
Tuck’s bike was still in customs and he had a tough time with 1 point. Stan Bradbury had an
even worse day scoring zero!



 Jeff inside... Alan Kidd outside. Dundas Ont
During the meeting Allan Kidd lowered his existing track record by a full second to 80.2
seconds but the extremely poor attendance, despite Promoter Valentine spending heavily on
advertising, cast a major cloud over the event.

Jeff Crawford inside...Stan Bradbury outside. Dundas, Ont

The third speedway meeting in Dundas was to be held on Saturday June the 27" but the
promoter Trevor Valentine pulled out to cut his losses. The riders wanted to continue so they
took over the promotion of the series. On the day of the meeting Ontario was experiencing a
heat wave with a temperature of 87 degrees F at race time.



Add to that a high humidity index and it was like racing in a sauna. But as they say the show
must go on. With all the riders in the meeting wearing black it was extremely uncomfortable
for them.

It was decided that this would be an individual meeting with the best JAP rider taking on Harley
rider Jim Campbell to settle the bet which is the better dirt track racing machine and rider.

The riders tried hard to put on a show in the less than ideal conditions but even a short rainfall
did nothing for the humidity. Things were going from bad to worse when Mike Tams fell hard
but got up only to fall down whilst walking to the pits due to sunstroke. By heat ten no fewer
than 5 other riders had collapsed including Jeff. In the end the riders had no other option than
to call a halt to the meeting.

Jeff in the lead at the Dundas track

The last meeting to be held at Dundas was on Wednesday July the 1% 1959 a Canadian
Holiday. Yet another individual championship was held instead of a team meeting.



It started with a crash on the first bend lap one when Allan Kidd went down in a heap and
Mike Tams had to lay his bike down and somehow Ron Tuck lost a chain! It was decided that
they would move on to heat two. (Heat 1 never was run again!) Jeff was up in heat two along
with Dave Dodd, Bingley Cree and Johnnie Sargent and Jeff won it in fine style. Out again in
heat four he was up against Allan Kidd, Johnnie Sargent and Fred Tuck. With Allan finishing 1*
in a time of 82 seconds Jeff had to settle for second place. Out in heat 8 he again had to settle
for second, this time against a much improved Stan Bradbury. In heat 11 disaster struck as he
suffered a rare engine failure. Back out again in heat 12 with little time between he got his
revenge on Stan by relegating him to second place. Next Jeff was up against Allan Kidd in
what proved to be not only the last speedway race at Dundas but also the final one of Jeff’s
career. Try as he might the race was won by Alan and Jeff finished the meeting in second place.

Spirits were high as to speedway making a comeback in 1960 but it was not to be and
Canadian Speedway was in the wilderness except for exhibition racing by Stan Bradbury and
Bob Fisher until it re emerged at Welland County Speedway in the early ‘70’s.
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Jeff in the Dundas pits.

At the end of 1959 Jeff was listed as Canada’s # 2 rider behind Allan Kidd. He was still in his
prime as a speedway racer but there was no place for him to ride. Had he still been in Great



Britain it would have been highly likely that he would have been given a team place in the new
Provincial League of 1960 and would have been challenging for a heat leader role.

Allan Kidd is
top in Canada

UX-NATIONAL League men
Allan Kidd and Jeff Craw-

ford head the 1959 Canadian
ratings. Canadian riders placed
are Dave Dodd, Jim Campbell,
Sandy Freeman and Dave Kaley.
All other riders are ex-National
League men except Callegari, an
English immigrant.
Allan Kidd.
Jeff Crawford.
Dave Dodd.
Bingley Cree.
Mike Tams,
Johnnie Sargeant.
Len Giover.
gim Campbell.

andy Freeman.
Dave Kaley.
Les Callegari.
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With Speedway having come to an end in Canada Jeff once again went back to his full time job
at the newspaper in Toronto. However he still had the bug to race so he went to Quebec with a

machine converted to race on the ice.

But this didn’t last long and his thoughts turned to four wheel racing. He teamed up with old
friend Bill Kitching and they decided to build and race 2 formula junior race cars which they
would use for circuit racing and Hill Climb events.
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CONSIDERANLY SHIPED WELL FINISHED

In 1960 and 61 Jeff raced the Sprite engine Formula Junior car in events at the Ontario, Canada
racetracks at Mosport, Goderich and Harewood Acres.

Jeff in the Formula Jr. At Mosport



Jeff also raced the car in Hill Climb events around Toronto and was successful as can be seen in
the next two photos.

To the victor go the spoils!



After a short but successful career on the race track Jeff settled down back at the Newspaper
promotions department. He is happily married to Linda a Canadian girl and his son Darren was
also a sportsman playing ice hockey as a goalkeeper.

Jeff lives in Brampton, which is on the outskirts of Toronto, Ontario, Canada. He has become a
computer buff in his later years but still has managed to combine his new hobby with his old
passion. Not only does he avidly follow the Formula 1 GP’s on his TV he also plays his Formula
one racing game via the computer on his big screen TV from a converted chair in his recreation
room in his basement!

Jeff still racing in his 80’s!

Thanks to Jeff Crawford, Duncan Luke and Matt Jackson for their help with this article.



